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Washingtonõs Housing Authorities provide affordable housing to 

over 60,000 families across the state. They leverage a number of 

different financing options, including tax exempt mortgage 

revenue bonds, tax credits, private investments, the state 

housing trust fund, and other sources, to build mixed -income and 

affordable rental housing for working families. In addition, 

Housing Authorities provide housing for seniors, people with 

disabilities and homeless families.  
 

Housing Authorities provide important economic benefits by  

hiring contractors, builders, construction, and maintenance 

workers to build new housing and to rehabilitate existing 

buildings across the state. These projects and services inject 

millions of dollars into local communities every year.  
 

 

 

 

 

Housing Authorities contribute hundreds of millions of dollars  to 

local communities through rental subsidies each year. Rental 

voucher programs build a public/private partnership by 

leveraging federal tax dollars into the existing rental markets in 

communities around the state. This relationship helps ensure 

stable, safe, and affordable housing for over 100,000 low -income 

individuals.  

 
Housing Authorities serve seniors and people with disabilities, 

allowing them  to live with dignity and a sense of belonging in 

safe and well -maintained housing. Housing Authorities offer 

subsidized apartments where seniors and people with disabilities 

can comfortably live within their limited incomes for as long as 

they need the assistance.  

 

òA great partnership is characterized by 

mutual benefit, mutual effort, and 

outstanding outcomes.  The Districtõs 

partnership with the Tacoma Housing 

Authority meets all of those 

characteristics.  

The partnership between THA and the 

Tacoma Public Schools is successful due 

to the shared commitment from both of 

the top administrators.  We have 

defined what success looks like (better 

school programming, increased 

achievement, and stable families) and 

we work together to achieve it.ó 
 

ñ Carla Santorno, Superintendent, 

Tacoma Public Schools  

 

 

òThe most important part is stability and 

that makes me happy. I donõt have to 

worry where I have to stay or sleep, like I 

did when I was homeless. Itõs relief for 

the future.ó 
 

ñ Ceferino Cadavona,  

Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing 

(VASH) Recipient, Seattle Housing 

Authority  

òI want to applaud the Vancouver Housing Authority for their attention to 

the details of maintenance, right pricing of rent, and for their overall 

concern for our safety and wellbeing year after year.   I am grateful for the 

VHA Service Coordinator whose skill and knowledge of resources has 

benefitted our community.ó     

ñ Judith Closson, 72 Year -Old Vancouver Housing Authority Resident  

We provide housing that allows seniors and people with 

disabilities to live with dignity.  

Building Strong Communities  



Promoting Economic 

Independence  
 

Housing Authorities play a critical role in providing affordable 

housing opportunities to families struggling to make ends meet. 

They are a great investment that help people experiencing a 

difficult period in their life get back on their feet and move 

toward an independent future.  

 

Housing Authorities aid families in attaining self -sufficiency by 

providing support, skills, and tools to help people attain 

economic independence. They provide locally tailored 

programs to promote self -sufficiency, including job training, 

money management counseling, job search and support to 

help families escape the cycle of poverty.  

 
Housing Authorities provide housing for the most vulnerable, 

and  in many communities supply emergency shelter for 

homeless families and victims of domestic violence, while 

helping them obtain permanent housing.  

 
Housing Authorities help families achieve the American dream 

of homeownership all across the state . Qualifying residents are 

guided through the process of moving from a rental subsidy to 

homeownership ð which is a boost to both the local economy 

and to assisted families.  

òBecause of the FSS Program I've 

finally been able to achieve the 

dream of homeownership that is 

typically not feasible for a single 

parent. Living paycheck to 

paycheck makes it difficult to 

save money.  Even when I've 

been able to save some money, 

unexpected expenses would 

pop up and quickly drain  the 

savings. Additionally, with rising 

rents and cost of living expenses, 

there wasn't a way to keep up 

financially!  

 

After 5 years in the program, the 

money put aside for my account 

was enough to put on a down 

payment  for a home. The 

support  and guidance I received 

from my FSS advisor kept that 

dream of homeownership alive 

by  setting goals with me, 

checking in and holding me 

accountable.ó 

ñ Renee, Family Self -Sufficiency 

Client, King County Housing 

Authority  

òHousing is critical to meeting basic human needs for shelter, security and a sense 

of connection within our community.  Walla Walla is fortunate to have the Walla 

Walla Housing Authority to assist low to middle income households in obtaining 

affordable housing, which helps to ultimately stabilize a familyõs living environment 

while also allowing other basic household needs on a sustainable basis.ó 

 

 ñ Mayor Jerry Cummins, City of Walla Walla  

άI found all of my answers under one roof in the Veterans Integration 

Program in Longview, WA. Here I found promise with different people who 

put their hearts out for their fellow veterans in need. I fought a drug 

addiction for the majority of my life, finding myself homeless for over 14 

years. Everybody here worked together as a team to help me out. Being 

homeless so long, I finally had enough and felt determined to prove myself 

to my friends and family and rebuild my connections to them.  I was ready 

for a change in life. The folks here at the Veterans Integration Program who 

work directly with the Longview Housing Authority have been with me here 

through thick and thin; never giving up on me when I had given up on 

myself.ó     

ñ Andy Wilder, Navy Veteran, Longview Housing Authority  
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The Association of Washington Housing Authorities is made up of 37 organizations 

that seek to meet the continuum of housing needs for Washingtonians.  

 

Washingtonõs Housing Authorities leverage federal, state, local, and private 

resources to make a measurable difference in local communities. They create jobs, 

contribute to the local economy, revitalize neighborhoods, keep our most 

vulnerable safe, and provide opportunities for individuals and families to end the 

cycle of poverty.  

 

To learn more about your local Housing Authority and housing issues in your  

community, visit www.awha.org to find listings of local Housing Authorities and  

contact information.  

Association of Washington Housing Authorities  

c/o Walla Walla Housing Authority  

501 Cayuse Street  

Walla Walla, WA 99362  

Phone: (509) 527 -4611 


